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not "mostly." Another inaccurate definition is found in the Wortiibung 
(p. 372), where etwas vorwegnehmen is defined as "to take something for 
granted." 

On the whole, the average reader would have welcomed a more complete, 
exact German-English vocabulary in place of such elaborate Antnerkungen 
and Wortubungen. All this apparatus scattered throughout the book mars 
the beauty of the printed page and gives the book a puzzling, formidable 
appearance. The half-tones are considerably blurred, but the letter press 
is uniformly good. 

John A. Hess. 
Indiana University. 

A Trip to Latin America, by Ventura Fuentes and Victor E. 

Francois. New York, Henry Holt & Co., 1917. x + 196 pp. 

80 cents. 

If there exists a teacher so blind to the trend of the times as to refuse 
to introduce into his Spanish classroom South-American material and atmos- 
phere, certainly he can not allege as excuse for his short-comings any scarcity 
of appropriate text-books. Spanish-American readers and composition 
books are appearing in such rapid succession as to bewilder one with the 
wealth of choice. The volume recently published by Messrs. Fuentes and 
Francois, however, is distinguished from others by being carefully and intelli- 
gently planned as a first-year book. 

A few of the readers published in recent years have been so complicated 
in style and contain so much detailed information as to put them outside 
the comprehension or needs of high school students. Others are well suited 
to the requirements of second and third year classes. The one under dis- 
cussion at present is, to give its complete title, "A Trip to Latin America, 
in very simple Spanish, with conversation and composition exercises and 
vocabulary." 

The text, after six introductory lessons which give the essential facts of 
the geography of the New World and its discovery, follows time honored 
custom in recounting the experiences of a young North-American traveling 
through the various countries of Central and South America and the Antilles. 
The lessons take the form now of letters, now of dialogue, in an attempt, 
as the authors state in their thoughtfully prepared and helpful preface, 
to avoid the monotony almost inevitable in books of travel. 

May it not be that this monotony is less a matter of form than of subject 
matter? If the young traveler in question had shown himself more catholic 
in his interests, if he had been less bent upon imparting useful information 
and allowed himself occasional license to describe some incident of travel 
or some vivid, even amusing phase of foreign life, might not the result have 
been a book a little less evidently intended to instruct? Undoubtedly it is 
desirable, as says the preface, that "while learning the Spanish language, 
the beginner enriches his mind with much important and useful information 
on the geography, history, government, industry, commerce, and climate of the 
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Latin- American countries, and the habits and customs of their peoples,"yet one 
can not but feel a secret sympathy for the little first-year students if their 
language- work, — still, at times, in spite of the best modern methods, a slightly 
bitter pill, — is never to be sweetened by an interesting tale or amusing anec- 
dote. Nor can one help but feel that the last two items of the list on which 
he was to be instructed have been slighted in favor of the others. 

The exercises with which the book is so liberally supplied are excellent 
in character and unusually varied in form, comprising drill in asking as well 
as answering questions, practice with the useful blank, sentence building based 
on special forms and idioms, identification of verb forms, transformation of 
sentences, suggestions for original composition both oral and written, com- 
parison of Spanish and English words, and translation from English to Span- 
ish. 

One question that might arise in this connection is that of the usefulness 
of this wealth of exercises in a book that does not at the same time give all 
the other material necessary to make it a complete first-year text-book. 
Aside from a full and clear table of regular, irregular, and radical-changing 
verbs, there are no grammatical forms or rules given. The topics assigned 
for review in each lesson suggest that the book is intended to be used after 
the pupil has acquired a considerable knowledge of grammar. Yet there 
is scarcely time in the first year for the teaching of all the grammar here 
covered, with the necessary drill, and a review of it with a new set of exercises. 
On the other hand, if, as the preface suggests, the book is introduced almost 
at the beginning of the course to alternate with a grammar, it would be 
highly improbable that the order of presentation in the two books would be 
identical, and there would result confusion and waste of material. But no 
doubt authors are aware that teachers are prone to be very independent in 
the use they make of exercises provided and the attention they pay to sug- 
gestions made in prefaces. By beginning the book in the second half of the 
first year it might be read rapidly enough to hold the interest of the class, 
while a choice of exercises could be made to suit the needs of the pupils and 
correlate with the other work they might be doing. 

Marion E. Potter. 
Newton High School, Elmhurst, L. I. 



